
 

 1 

Sutton Coldfield Society of Artists  
   Newsletter  March 2020 

  I hope you are doing what is necessary to keep 
safe during the Coronavirus pandemic. It is 
clearly a worrying time for us all and it should 
come as no surprise that in the light of the 
Government guidelines, we have suspended 
the Societies programme of activities for the 
foreseeable future. 

 
  Many of us will be in self imposed isolation 
and looking to keep ourselves as fit and active 
as possible in our homes. We are fortunate that 
we all have art as an interest and activity that 
we can still continue with at home to help pass 
away the time and be creative.  

 
 To help overcome the disappointment of not 
having our Spring Art Exhibition at the Town 
Hall to look forward to, I am proposing that 
we hold a virtual art exhibition instead. Also, 
in addition to the Virtual exhibition there will 
be a  ‘Painting Project’ for you to undertake 
should you so wish.  

 
 The ‘Virtual Exhibition’ will require you to 
take a digital photo of your work and email 
this to our exhibition secretary. The images 
will then be put on our website and 
independently judged for awards as normal. 
The award winners will be sent their 
certificates and their work placed on our 
permanent Exhibition gallery web page.  

 Letter From the President 

 

 The ‘Painting Project’ will be a challenge set 
by myself in the form of a photo I have taken 
for you to paint. Once completed, send a 
digital image to me and I will choose my 
favourites  for publishing in the next 
newsletter. 

  The first of these ‘Painting Projects’ is  
contained in this Newsletter along with full 
details of the virtual ‘Spring Exhibition’ and a 
guide to taking and sending digital images of 
your work.  

 

  I mentioned in the last Newsletter that two of 
our committee members had stepped down 
due to health issues. David Robinson  who 
takes our minutes and Sam Revill who is our 
Exhibition Secretary. These are important 
roles and I appealed for replacements to come 
forward. 

  I am pleased to say that as a result of my 
request Carolyn Bradburn has taken on the 
role of Minutes Secretary and Jean Willis has 
taken on the role of Exhibition Secretary. 

 
 Be creative and stay safe.  

Geoff Stubbins   
 

SATURDAY PORTRAIT DEMO 

Our last Saturday art demonstration was a 
portrait in oil given by acclaimed artist 
Stephen Ashurst. He was born in 
Lancashire but now lives and works in 
Burbage, Buxton. He is a regular 
demonstrator at Patchings Art Festival. 
He painted a very accomplished portrait 
of our member Kathy Moffat who 
volunteered to be the sitter and model. 
Stephen can be found on You Tube 
demonstrating to other Art Groups. 
Thanks to Kathy for sitting so still. 
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Our first demo for the new decade was given Leanne Ellis who gave an entertaining and productive, completing two 
paintings in the time and also giving tips on watercolour techniques. She generously donated the finished paintings to 
the Society to be raffled off at a later date.  

Virtual Spring Exhibition 
To take part in our new Virtual Spring Exhibition, all you need to do is take a good well lit photo of your work on 
your camera, smart phone or tablet and email it to our Exhibition Secretary by Friday the 8th May. Entries are 
restricted to one item per member. Please adhere to the following guidelines: 
 
Ideally your painting should be taken out of its frame, if it has glass in front of it. If this is not possible then its 
important that you position your painting so that there are no reflections visible in the glass before you take the 
photo. In the case of 3D, your work should be placed against a white background and a front and side view taken.  
 
Once you are happy with the photo you have taken, you need to edit it. So go into edit on your device and select crop 
and cut to the edges of your picture, removing any sign of its frame, mount or background and save a copy. 
 
Open your saved image and reduce the file size, if necessary, to around 600 KB, save it again in JPEG format and 
give it a title , medium and your name.  
 
Compose an email, addressed to our new Exhibition Secretary Jean Willis, jean.willis684@gmail.com ,giving the 
details of the art work attached eg Title, Medium and approximate size small, medium or large with your name and 
contact details. 
 
Providing the quality of the photo is suitable, the images will be uploaded to our website and we will ask an 
dependant artist to judge the work in the usual award categories. 
 
If you need help with any of the above, then please contact any of the committee members who will happily talk you 
through the process. We look forward to seeing your work on line... 

Painting Project 

 The first of our ‘Painting Projects’ for you to 
have a go at whilst confined to quarters, is a 
view of Lichfield Cathedral overlooking 
Minster Pool. 

  Once completed, send a photo of your painting 
to me following the same guidelines for taking 
a photo as detailed above by 23rd April . 

  I will select  my favourites  for publishing in 
the next newsletter. If you want a larger image 
to work from just email a request me 
geoff.stubbins@btinternet .com.  

 Happy painting 


